Technology Bills – 83rd Legislature
DIR tracked legislation related to technology from the 83rd Texas Legislature (2013). Listed below are technology-related bills passed into law. View complete information about each bill at the Texas Legislature Online.
Technology Legislation of High Interest to Agencies
	BILL/AUTHOR
	SUBJECT
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

	HB 1128
Herrero
	Posting Cost-Efficiency Ideas and Suggestions
HB 1128 requires DIR to establish procedures and required formats for posting suggestions and ideas on cost-efficiency on certain state agency websites.
	Agencies can now post suggestions for public comment and voting on the Get Satisfaction site on Texas.gov.

	HB 2414
Button
	Videoconferencing
HB 2414 updates definition of videoconferencing; allows for quorum via videoconferencing; allows for creation of online forum, blog, or message board for open communication for DIR Board members.
	DIR published Videoconferencing Guidelines in November 2013. 
Coincidentally, HB 2414 enabled DIR to achieve a quorum via videoconferencing for two of its governing board meetings in fiscal 2014. 

	HB 2738
Elkins
	Legacy Systems Study
Requires DIR to conduct a study and report on legacy systems in state agencies (excluding institutions of higher education)
	After completing its study, DIR published the Legacy Systems Study Public Report on October 1, 2014.

	SB 1
Art. I, DIR, Rider 14
Williams
	Tablet/Desktop PC Study
Requires DIR to work with agencies (including institutions of higher education) to determine which agencies would gain efficiencies by using tablet computers instead of desktop computers
	After completing its study, DIR published the Study on the Use of Tablet Computers on March 1, 2014.

	SB 1
Art. IX, 
Rider 9.04 
Williams
	Coordinated Bulk IT Purchases
Requires DIR to coordinate all IT computer replacements to achieve additional cost savings through a coordinated bulk purchase and to report cost savings to Legislature by October 1, 2014
	DIR coordinated bulk purchases in fiscal 2014 and published the Bulk Purchase Report on October 1, 2014.

	SB 279
Watson
	High-Value Dataset Links and Descriptions
Requires agencies that post high-value data sets on the Internet to provide to DIR a link to and description of each; requires DIR to post the description and link on Texas.gov.
A high-value data set is defined in statute as information that can be used to increase state agency accountability and responsiveness, improve public knowledge of the agency and its operations, or further the core mission of the agency.
	State agencies and institutions of higher education can submit information about their high-value datasets to DIR via the Partner Resources portal on Texas.gov or send to DIR via email.

	SB 1102 
Van de Putte
	State Cybersecurity Coordinator
Requires the DIR executive director to appoint a state cybersecurity coordinator. 
	DIR’s executive director, Karen W. Robinson, named Brian Engle as state cybersecurity coordinator on October 21, 2013.

	SB 1134 
Ellis
	Cybersecurity Framework
Requires DIR to establish framework for cybersecurity.
	DIR developed strategies and a framework for cybersecurity. See the Texas Cybersecurity Framework website. 

	SB 1597
Zaffirini
	Biennial Cybersecurity Plans
Requires agencies to develop and periodically update a cybersecurity plan to DIR
	DIR published the Agency Security Plan template and instructions. See the Texas Cybersecurity Framework website. 



Other Technology Legislation of Interest to Agencies
	BILL/AUTHOR
	SUBJECT

	HB 1965
Harper Brown
	Requires Quality Assurance Team (QAT) to develop and recommend policies and procedures to improve state agency IT projects and develop and recommend procedures to improve the implementation of state agency IT projects
Requires CAT to make recommendations on solicitation documents and contract documents for contracts of state agencies that have a value of at least $10 million
Requires CAT to develop policies to improve contract management practices

	HB 1994 
Reynolds
	Allows state agencies to purchase off local cooperative contracts if DIR confirms in writing it is not available on DIR contract list

	HB 2422 Gonzales
	Allows state agencies to consider cloud computing when making a major IT purchases

	HB 2472 
Cook
	Continues the functions of DIR for eight more years (Sunset Bill)

	HB 2873
Harper Brown
	Requires CAT to identify low risk procurements and develop model contract management process

	HB 3093
Elkins
	Seeks to improve IT contracting practices through better planning and efficiencies
Requires DIR to work with QAT and LBB to develop contracting standards for IT acquisition 
Adds different reporting requirements to the BPR in order to assess the current IT in state government and identify opportunities for efficiencies
Requires DIR to develop criteria to evaluate state agency IT biennial plans and an enterprise-based strategy for IT

	HB 3648 Harper Brown
	Requires DIR Board to approve material changes (extending length by 6 months or increasing contract value by 10%) to contracts

	SB 1 
Williams
	Authorizes DIR to allocate funds to exceptional items for cybersecurity ($9.8 million) in FY2014

	SB 866 
Paxton
	Allows local governments to participate in the data center

	SB 984 
Ellis
	Expands use of videoconference calls for use in public meetings

	SB 1101 
Van de Putte
	Extends the Cybersecurity, Education, and Economic Development Council for two more years

	SB 1102 
Van de Putte
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Requires the DIR executive director to appoint a state cybersecurity coordinator and allows DIR to implement recommendations from the Cybersecurity, Education, and Economic Development Council 
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